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FREE !



Email me at trasinsk@kent.edu

uMonday Morphology (Word Roots)

uWednesday Word Ladder 

uFluency Friday
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SOR
SCIENCE OF READING



I am a Scientist ï
about 200 research 
articles published 
in refereed journals

2010 International 
Reading Hall of 
Fame

2019 William S. 
Gray Award, ILA

2021 & 2023
Top 2% Scientists 
in the World.  
Stanford University



I am also an
Educational Artist

And you are too!

Creative
Authentic  
Aesthetic



THE PROBLEM 

1992-2024



Trend in Fourth  Grade 

NAEP Reading Average

- 2



- 12



WHY?



Lack of Systematic 

Phonics

Emily Hanford



Active View of Reading ð2021



Active View of Reading ð2021 

(Duke& Cartwright)







Word Games





Mine   Main
Jane   Sine
Sane   Jeans
Mane   Mean
Same  Jam
Name  Sam  
Sin  Inseam





WORDO (4x4)

pp. 6 - 7 HO
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Word Ladders/Word Chains

(A Word Building Game)















RESULTS

òRelative to children assigned to 

a randomly assigned control 

group, children assigned to the 

(word ladder) intervention é 

demonstrated significantly 

greater improvement in 

standardized tests of 

phonological awareness, word 

decoding,...ó
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I Became Artful  / Creative

Word Ladders/Word Building



Letõs Give It a Goé
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uGive

uLive

uLove

uLone

uLane

uMane

uMan

uRan

uRank

uHank

uThanks
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Hello Dr. Rasinski! I am a kindergarten teacher in Mercer County, WV. I 
attended your professional development on phonics and vocabulary and 
recently tried word ladders for the first time.............HUGE 
SUCCESS! The students loved it and immediately asked to complete a 
second ladder (which we did!).  I am very surprised at how much they 
enjoyed the activity and thrilled with their ability to complete it with 
very few hints or assistance. Thank you for this wonderful teaching 
aid.
Michelle Redman



Word Ladders









Thanks for all these!! I love activities 

that motivate kids (and caregivers!) to 

dig into the internal structure of words!!

Paul Wilson.  Former Assistant Director - 

Center for the Study of Reading 

at University of Illinois at Urbana
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òOrthographic Mappingó

Paul Wilson.  Former Assistant Director - Center for the Study 

of Reading at University of Illinois at Urbana



Bloomõs Taxonomy

    Create (Art)

    Evaluate

   Analyze

  Apply

 Understand

Remember

 


