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Biography

Timothy Rasinski is a professor of literacy education at Kent State University and director of its award winning reading clinic. He has
written over 200 articles and has authored, co-authored or edited over 50 books or curriculum programs on reading education. He's
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Products Resources

Professional Development

e Study Guide for Building Vocabulary with Greek and Latin Roots, (2nd Edition)-Tim Rasinski, Nancy Padak, Rick M. Newton,
Evangeline Newton

» Tim Rasinski’'s Handouts for Professional Development: From Phonics to Fluency to Proficient Reading

e Building Vocabulary Professional Development Video

» Tools to Teach Academic Vocabulary Webinar

Research

Building Vocabulary Pilot Research Report

The Latin-Greek Connection Building Vocabulary through Morphological Study
Building Vocabulary White Paper

Building Vocabulary Frequently Asked Questions

Articles

¢ A Little Latin and a Whole Lot of English
e Building Vocabulary in Summer School
e The Art and Science of Teaching Reading




From Phonics (Word Study) to Fluency to
Proficient Reading

Timothy Rasinski, Ph.D.
Kent State University
Kent, OH 44242
330-672-0649, trasinski@ kent.edu
www. limrasinski.com (timrasinskil (twitter)

A Model of Reading and Reading Instruction

Words Word Study
Accuracy:
Phonemic Awareness/ Letter Recognition
Phonics (Word Recognition)
Spelling
Vocabulary

Fluency Fluency Instruction
Automaticity in Word Rec.
Prosody

Comprehension Guided Reading
Background Knowledge
Comprehension Strategies
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Another Halloween Word Ladder

* "Here's a Halloween word ladder. Enjoy! Start with the word "trick"...Read More

Word Study as Art
* "I recently visited the National Art Museum and Portrait Gallery in Washington DC."...Read More

A Word Ladder for Hurricane Season!

* "Start with Hurricane - a large and sever tropical storm in the Atlantic Ocean."...Read More

A Word Ladder for an Eclipse!

* "Let's start with sun, our star that gives us warmth"...Read More

A Vocabulary Lesson for "Vacation"

* "With vacation time rapidly approaching, here's a quick lesson to help your students expand their vocabulary and learn a bit more
about the English language."...Read More



Using Poetry & Repeated Readings to Promote Fluency
(with a little phonemic awareness as well) Timrasinski.com
Cheri Rourke BLOG
June 2024

When | began teaching first grade in 1989, my district, North Royalton, Ohio City
Schools, was just beginning to move away from using basal readers and venture into whole
language. As part of that transition, our first-grade team would print weekly poems onto chart
paper and we would lead the students through a choral reading of the poem each day. At the
end of the week, they would get their own copy of the poem to place in a binder and we would
send it home to share with parents. As a young teacher, | had a vague sense as to why we were
doing this; but, never felt like it was a large part of my literacy instruction. The poems were
often seasonal in nature or related to whatever “theme” we were focusing on as a part of our
whole language instruction.

We quickly realized after a few years that pure whole language instruction wasn’t
cutting it and began moving towards what would now be categorized as a more balanced
literacy approach. However, the poems stuck around, and | started trying to tie them more
closely to our weekly story from our reading anthology; still, they didn’t have a sharp focus for
me.




How | Learned to Read Timrasinski

g _ — ... .com BLOG
By Mary Rasinski (in collaboration with Tim Rasinski)

August 23

Thanks to a great kindergarten teacher, my mom, and my dad, | learned
how to read before starting first grade. My journey illustrates that the path
literacy is not always straight and narrow, children can come into literacy in a
variety of different ways.

One of my earliest memories was of my mom (and dad) readingto me as a
toddler. We have movies of mom reading a favorite book to me over and over
again while | cuddled with her before | was even one year old. §ha. i
and read with great expression, bringing the stories and charad
grew older our family beagle, Ginger, joined in on the nighttim
jumping onto my bed as mom read to myself and my siblings.
that after mom finished reading, Ginger would jump off the be ‘

and tell dad what the book was about &)! Read alouds occurr¢ & \

kindergarten, and all throughout elementary school years. | aﬁ_’ Sy



Word Study as Art

I recently visited the National Art Museum and Portrait Gallery in Washington DC. Interestingly, | found
this piece of art titled “Money” by Mel Bochner.  Bochner’s work is a collection of words and phrases
that refer to money . This piece of art made me think of similar works of art that could be created by
students. Simply have them choose an overarching concept (e.g. “cold,” friend”) and have them
brainstorm other words and phrases that have similar meanings. This would be a great way to have
work in a thesaurus.  Then, they would draw, paint, or post their collection of words in a manner
similar to Bochner. Students’ own works of art could be posted in the classroom and around the
school, expanding students’ vocabularies 3\3_5! art at the same time.

customize yc
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For It Was Mary
Daisy, Daisy

My Baok of i

For it was Mary, Mary, plain as any name
can be;

But with propriety, society will say 'Marie'.
o 2 But it was Mary, Mary, long before the
Daisy, Daisy fashions came:

Give me your answer do And there is something there that desohui
I'm half crazy all for the love of you It'sa ;dild el e =
It won't be a stylish marriage .
I can't afford a carriage
But you look sweet * You Made Me Love You
Upon a seat
Of a bicycle built for two You made me me love you
I didn't wanna to do it, I didn't wanna do it,
You made me want you, and all the time you knew it,

(On a bicycle built for two)

I guess you always knew it,
You made me happy, sometimes you made me glad,

Shine on Harvest Moon But there were times, dear, you made me feel so bad . . .

Oh, Shine on, shine on, harvest moon
Up in the sky;
I ain't had no lovin'

. Since January, February, June or Ju
Little Boy Blue . = 4
. Snow time ain't no time to stay
Mary Had a Little Lamb
Outdoors and spoon;

Shine on, shine on, harvest moon,

You made me sigh for,

Here Comes Peter Cottontail
Little boy blue, come blow your horn,

The sheep’s in the meadow, the cow’s in the corn. Mary had a little lamb, 5
But where is the boy who looks after the sheep? Its fleece was white as snow; For:nié and iy, gal. Here c.:o'mes Peter Cottontall.
He’s under a haystack fast asleep. And everywhere that Mary went, gf’PRm l‘ljow‘} the bunny trail,
The lamb was sure to go. 1ppity hoppity,
Bye Baby Bunting Easter's on its way
He followed her to school one day:
Bye, Baby bunting, That was against the rule; Bringin'-ev’ iil'and bor
Daddy’s gone a hunting It made the children laugh and play 7 ba;gll? tﬁ.llryfglE:tst 4 Y
to buy a little rabbit skin To see a lamb at school. 2 < 0 ELJ0¥
to wrap his Baby bunting in. Th.mgs to make your Easter
Humpty Dumpty Bright and gay
Little Miss Muffet
Little Miss Muit :“ml’ty gml’ty :‘;‘d‘m a ‘“1}: " Here' comes Peter Cottontail
ittle Miss Mulfet umpty Dumpty had a great fall; Hoppin' down the bunny trail
Sat on a tuffet, All the kind’s horses, Hi PP_ - Y
Eating her curds and whey; And all the king’s men, 1ppity hoppity
Along came a spider, Couldn’t put Humpty together again. Happy Easter Day
‘Who sat down beside her
And frightened Miss Muffet away. Old Mother Hubbard
Jack be Nimble Old Mother Hubbard
‘Went to the cupboard, Easter Parade
Jack be nimble, To get her poor dog a bone; g x
Jack be quick, Butgwhen 5;_0 ot im’ In your Easter bonnet, with all the frills
Jack jump over The cupboard was bare, upon it
the candlestick. And so the poor dog had none. You'll be the grandest lady in the Easter parade

I'll be all in clover and when they look you over
I'll be the proudest fellow in the Easter parade
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Monday Morphology (Word Roots)

Wednesday Word Ladder

Fluency Friday
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| am a Scientist
over 150 research
articles published
In refereed journals

2010 International
Reading Hall of
Fame

2019 William S.
Gray Award, ILA

2021 and 2023
Top 2% Scientists
in the World.
Stanford Univ

FEATURE

2020 LITERACY
ADERS

awards program celebrates




| am also an
Educational Artist

Look inside ¥

Artfully Teaching the
Science of Reading

Chase Young, David Page,
and Timothy V. Rasinski



Before a child talks,
they sing. Before they
write, they draw. As
soon as they stand,
they dance. Artis
essential to human
expression.

PHYLICIA RASHAD
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(And Develop Fluency Too!)



The Garden Song

(a metaphor)

by David Mallett

Inch by inch, row by row
Gonna make this garden grow
Gonna mulich it deep and low
Gonna make it fertile ground
nch by inch, row by row
Please bless these seeds | sow

Please keep them safe below
oTiI I I the rai n comes t uil



The Garden Song

by David Mallett

Plant your rows

Straight and long

Season with a prayer and song
Mother Earth will make you strong
I'f you give her | ovi nhgE



The Garden Song

by David Mallett

Heos got hi s
|l n my garden
As that feathered thief up there




The Garden Song

Inch by inch, row by row

Gonnha ma
Gonna mu

Ke this garden grow
ch it deep and low

Gonna ma

oTi I |

Ke It fertile ground

nch by inch, row by row
Please bless these seeds | sow
Please keep them safe below

[REes . al.n

nch by Inck,

fmeg(m(’cn S’w:g




Teachers & Tutors are Gardeners




Why Sing?
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Reading Volume and
Reading Achievement:
A Review of Recent Research

Richard L. Allington

Anne M. McGill-Franzen
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, USA

ABSTRACT

Although there have been a substantial number of research studies focused
on improving the field's understanding of the development of the ability to
read, very few of these studies have accounted for the potential role that
extensive engagement in the act of reading might play in the development
of readmg proficiency. There ar iews on the role, if any, that ex-

ubllshed since 2000, the evidence that readmg volume plays a role in read-
ing development now seems clearer.




If They Don’t Read Much,
How They Ever Gonna Get Good?

RICHARD L. ALLINGTON W To help children who have
difficulty developing fluent reading
Allington teaches remediation of ability, educators have developed
reading difficulties and corrective remedial and corrective reading
reading at the State University classes and a host of training pro-
of New York at Aibany. grams, materials and techniques to
use in them. However, even with
these intervention processes and
strategies, many poor readers remain
poor readers.
Research continues to explore the
etiology of the disability and also
focuses on determining the effec-

. the ious inte ti
Average 43 Words in o oisdals. Wik

Context per Student tions of both types are val-

wauns,  May also be fruitful to ex-
plore other facets of remedial and
corrective instruction of reading.

It is particularly interesting to look
at whether teachers have confused
the means of reading instruction with
the end of fluent reading. For in-
stance, a recent informal survey
which counted the number of words
read in context by students during
the course of their lessons showed
that during remedial and corrective
reading instruction, the students
were doing very little reading. (No

57




If They Don’t Read Much,
How They Ever Gonna Get Good?

RICHARD L. ALLINGTON W To help children who have
difficulty developing fluent reading
Allington teaches remediation of abllity, educators have developed
reading difficulties and corrective remedial and corrective reading
reading at the State University classes and a host of training pro-
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use In them. However, even with
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Sidewalks of New York

East side west side all around the town
The tots sang Ring -a-Rosie

London Bridge is falling down. ’
TSR, The Sidewalks
B UCC I of New York
Me and Ma mi e O0d ﬁ SONG A\D' (nu’Ri
We tripped the light fantastic {7 s n awr |
1 '1_ JAMES W BLAKE ¥
On the sidewalks of New York. R,




From: Rebecca |
Sent: Tuesday, April 12,2011 11:04 PM
To: RASINSKI, TIMOTHY

Subject: Singing and Fluency
Hi Dr. Rasinski,
Over the summer and again in October you spoke at Teachers College

about the power of singing.

| challenged myself in October to begin singing with

my students and they have been singing ever since.

| have never seen so much progress in reading.
Everyone of my first graders is reading on grade level

(or higher) and they love to sing

You have changed the way | teach. My students enter my classroom most mornings
with their current song playing. They hum or sing throughout the day.

| am so proud of these joyful learners.
Thank you again,
Becky Iwasaki

South Street School,nnDanbury , CT
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TEACHING TIP |

=1"s BRING
BACK THE MAGIC
OF SONG FOR

n most primary classrooms in the United States, reading to beginning readers. A growing body of
reading instruction is increasingly dominated research and scholarly thought suggests that singing
igos, Homan,

. . .
> 1; Harp, 1688;
LMrasSinsSKi.com esources i
Y, e ¢ e £ e e o e renenmesemound that the
Flowers, 2009, Spencer, 2011). regular repeated singing and reading of sengs by
Yet a considerable amount of language activity we struggling middle school readers over a nine-week
engage in as adults invalves rhythmical words such
as songs, Perhaps it Is singing in places of worship, or .
the beginning of a sporting event, or singing along to Becky Iwasaki is a first-grade teacher al South Streel Schoof in Danbury,
. h o : B . . Cannecticut, USA; email iwasar@danbury.k12.ctus.
the radio while driving, or just listening to one’s ipod o
hi . i1 the neighborl IF duri hese Timothy Rasinski is a professor of reading education at Kent Statg
w ui_e wal}fmg inthe neighborhood. If during these University, Ohio, USA: emall trasinsk@kent.edu,
singing episodes we were provided with the written Kasim Yildirim is an assisiant professor of elementary school classroom
iyrics to the SONEs, we would be rcading} teaching dapartment  at Mugila Sitki Kocman University, Turkey, email
iy . T e leasimylidirirm@me.£du tr.
We think that singing (while simultaneously
B . R g . " K Belinda S. Zimmerman is an asaistant professor of reading education at
having a visual dxspiay‘ of the v.«mrdﬁ in the songs) Kent State Liniversity, Ohle, USA: emall bzqtiteracy@@yahoo.com.
could be a very useful instructional tool to teach

T Feading Toachor . VoL 87 issua 2 pp 137141 DOROSOOZ/TRTRIZO @ 2043 Inweretions Fleading Associmation
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Reading Psychology, 29:195-213, 2008
Copyright ¢ _ Taylor & Francis Group, LLC

ISSN: 0270-2711 print / 1521-0685 online

DOI: 10.1080/02702710802073438

USING AN INTERACTIVE SINGING SOFTWARE PROGRAM:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF STRUGGLING MIDDLE
SCHOOL READERS

MARIE C. BIGGS, SUSAN P. HOMAN, ROBERT DEDRICK,
and VANESSA MINICK
University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida, USA
TIMOTHY RASINSKI
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, USA

Software that teaches users to sing in tune and in rhythm while providing realtime
pitch tracking was used in a study of struggling middle school readers. The
software, Carry-a-Tune (CAT) was originally developed to improve singing;
however, since it involves a repeated reading format, we used it to determine

its effect on comprehension and reading achievement. Twenty-four students in
grades 7 and 8 utilized the software program for 30 minutes, three times a week
Jor 9 weeks. A matched control group of 24 students had a different reading
experience during the same time period. The mean pretest instructional reading
level for both groups was fourth grade. The mean instructional level scores for
the treatment group improved significantly (7 months during the 9-week study).
The matched control group students did not experience gains. Sustainability
data firom assessment 4 months after the study's conclusion indicated treatment
students gained another 6 months. This placed them solidly in mid-fifth grade for
instructional reading level. The control students, again, evidenced no significant
gains.

Address correspondence to Timothy Rasinski, Kent State University, 402 White Hall,
Kent, OH 44242. E-mail: trasinsk@kent.edu
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MARIE C. BIGGS, SUSAN P. HOMAN, ROBERT DEDRICK,
and VANESSA MINICK
University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida, USA
TIMOTHY RASINSKI
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, USA

Sofiware that teaches users to sing in tune and in rhythm while providing realtime
pitch tracking was used in a study of struggling middle school readers. The

20 Minutes Guided Singing per Day

L Ry R A S A A

grades 7 and 8 utilized the softwar imes a week
Jor 9 weeks. A matched control grc(2 M 0 nth S) reading
experience during the same time period. The mean pretest instructional reading
level for both groups was fourth grade. The mean instructional level scores for
the treatment group improved significantly (7 months during the 9-week study).
The matched control group students did not experience gains. Sustainability
data from assessment 4 months after the study's conclusion indicated treatment
students gained another 6 months. This placed them solidly in mid-fifth grade for

instructional reading level. The control students, again, evidenced no significant
gains.

Address correspondence to Timothy Rasinski, Kent State University, 402 White Hall,
Kent, OH 44242. E-mail: trasinsk@kent.edu
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20 Minutes Guided Singing per Day

Ly R e e A

grades 7 and 8 utilized the software p2 M O nth S ze times a week
Jor 9 weeks. A matched control group ent reading
experience during the same time period. The mean pretest instructional reading

level for both groups was fourth grade. The mean instructional level scores for
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instructionc
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June 5, 2023
Thank you for the poems and word ladders. | pusto 5th and 1st
grades. The students loved when we did these activities.

| found theGarden songvith the lyrics printed in the video on
youtube | only just saw the video before the last two weeks of
school. | played it for my six tier 2 studentshey loved it and we

had such rich discussions about some of the words such a row, ho
thief. | felt like they all made more progress in those few days than
with what | was doing with them all year.

| am looking forward to trying this all next year from the beginning.

Wendy Frick
Resource Teacher&



I@ Check for updates

JAMES S. KIM AND
THOMAS G. WHITE

Addressing
summer reading
loss may help reduce

Solving the Problem of Summer

Reading Loss

After they start school, low-income chil-
dren lose ground to middle-income kids in
reading. Some hypothesize that this growing
gapinreading achievementisdue, inlarge part,
to different rates of learning during the sum-
mer months. Even small differences in sum-
mer learning accumulate over the years, mak-
ing the achievement gap substantially larger at
the end of elementary school than at the be-
ginning. One longitudinal study showed that
more than half of the gap in 9th-grade reading
comprehension scores between low-income
students and their middle-income counter-
parts was explained by differences in summer
learning that accumulated from Ist to 5th
grade (Alexander, Entwisle, and Olson 2007).

The phenomenon of summer reading loss
is well-known to educators, but the most com-

g i, T

districts lack the information they need in de-
ciding toimplementa similar program. For ex-
ample, Teach Baltimore is a multi-year inter-
vention that recruits and trains college stu-
dents to provide one full day of instruction per
week for seven weeks each summer. Borman
and Dowling (2006) found that the program
produced no overall improvement in reading,
though they did find statistically significant
positive effects for students with above aver-
age attendance rates across two or three sum-
mers. Cost data were not provided.

They Need More Than Books

Just giving low-income children books to
read over the summer would cost much less
than summer school or a targeted summer in-
tervention. Handing out books eliminate




Summer Singing -
2"d Grade Struggling Readers
Vero Beach Florida 0 < 20 minutes/day
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Summer Vacation

Measure Pretest Posttest Score Gains

WCPM (Flu)  72.02(27.04)  80.96 (27.50) +8.94
WRA 03.79% (7.03) 96.53% (5.42)  +2.74%

COMP 033(4.19)  10.96 (4.65) +1.63

Note. Standard deviations are presented in parentheses. WCPM = Words C
WRA = Word Recognition Accuracy— Percentage of words read correctly
Assessment of Comprehension.




Home of the Brave,
Land of the Free!

A Book of Patriotic Songs

Songbooks

Timrasinski.com > Resources

America the Beautiful

Words by Katharine Lee Bates,
Melody by Samuel Ward

O beautiful for spacious skies,

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!

America! Americal

God shed his grace on thee

And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining seal

America

2

@
by Rev. Samuel F. Smith [ W

e

My country, 'tis of Thee, %}3 5
Sweet Land of Liberty (" |
Of thee | sing; (3 “?j
Land where my fathers died, '| ‘51.3
Land of the pilgrims' pride, *ﬂﬂu
From every mountain side =N
Let Freedom ring. A (0

God Bless America

Words and music by Irving Berlin

God Bless America,
Land that | love.
Stand beside her, and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,

To the oceans, white with foam

God bless America, My home sweet home.

I'm a Yankee Doodle Dandy
by George M. Cohan

I'm a Yankee Doodle Dandy f@
A Yankee Doodle, do or die d‘ \
A real live nephew of my Uncle Sam

Born on the Fourth of July

I've got a Yankee Doodle sweetheart
She's my Yankee Doodle joy
Yankee Doodle came to London
Just to ride the ponies

| am the Yankee Doodle Boy.






