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Email me at trasinsk@kent.edu

uMonday Morphology (Word Roots)

uWednesday Word Ladder 

uFluency Friday



SoR
SCIENCE OF READING



I am a Scientist ï
over 150 research 
articles published 
in refereed journals

2010 International 
Reading Hall of 
Fame

2019 William S. 
Gray Award, ILA

2021 and 2023
Top 2% Scientists 
in the World.  
Stanford Univ



I am also an
Educational Artist





Letõs Build Fluency- Artfully



Letõs Build Fluency - Artfully

Letõs SING!    

           



Letõs Sing!  

(And Develop Fluency Too!)



The Garden Song
(a metaphor)
by David Mallett

Inch by inch, row by row

Gonna  make this garden grow

Gonna  mulch it deep and low

Gonna  make it fertile ground

Inch by inch, row by row

Please bless these seeds I sow

Please keep them safe below

ôTill the rain comes tumbling down 



The Garden Song
by David Mallett

Plant your rows 

Straight and long

Season with a prayer and song

Mother Earth will make you strong

If you give her loving careé.



The Garden Song

by David Mallett

Old crow watching from a tree

Heõs got his hungry eyes on me

In my garden Iõm as free

As that feathered thief up there .



The Garden Song

Inch by inch, row by row

Gonna  make this garden grow

Gonna  mulch it deep and low

Gonna  make it fertile ground

Inch by inch, row by row

Please bless these seeds I sow

Please keep them safe below

ôTill the rain comes tumbling down 



Teachers & Tutors are Gardeners



Why Sing?

Itõs Reading!





Average 43 Words in 
Context per Student



Average 43 words in 
Context per day per 
Student

We read/sang
140 words in The 
Garden Song!



August 
2010



Sidewalks of New York

u East side west side all around the town

u The tots sang Ring -a-Rosie

u London Bridge is falling down.

u Boys and Girls together

u Me and Mamie OõRourke

u We tripped the light fantastic

u On the sidewalks of New York.



From: Rebecca I

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 11:04 PM

To: RASINSKI, TIMOTHY

Subject:  Singing and Fluency

Hi Dr. Rasinski,

Over the summer and again in October you spoke at Teachers College 

about the power of singing.

I challenged myself in October to begin singing with 

my students and they have been  singing ever since.

I have  never seen so much progress in reading. 

Everyone of my first graders is reading on grade level 

(or higher) and they love to sing . 

You have changed the way I teach. My students enter my classroom most mornings 

with their  current song playing. They hum or sing throughout the day.

I am so proud of these joyful learners.

Thank you again,  

Becky Iwasaki

South Street School,nnDanbury , CT

É
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20 Minutes Guided Singing per Day
(2 Months)



20 Minutes Guided Singing per Day  
2 Months

Yielded Avg Gain in Reading 
Achievement of  7  Months  



June 5, 2023
Thank you for the poems and word ladders. I push-in to 5th and 1st 
grades. The students loved when we did these activities. 

I found the Garden song with the lyrics printed in the video on 
youtube. I only just saw the video before the last two weeks of 
school. I played it for my six tier 2 students. They loved it and we 
had such rich discussions about some of the words such a row, hoe, 
thief. I felt like they all made more progress in those few days than 
with what I was doing with them all year.

I am looking forward to trying this all next year from the beginning.

Wendy Frick
Resource Teacher K-8





Summer Singing - 

2nd  Grade Struggling Readers
Vero Beach Florida ð  < 20 minutes/day



Summer Singing - 

2nd  Grade Struggling Readers
Vero Beach Florida ð  <20 minutes/day

Fluency

Word Rec 
Accuracy

Comprehension
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We Need More Poetry!
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